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JSS LI~~RTY INCIDENT, REt USDAO T~L AVIV SECRET NOrORN 0884 JUN 67,

1. 0.S. EMaASSY O~FrC~R HAS ~AD rURTH~R tONVE~SATION WIT~ YOUR
ISiA=L r ~T9 orrICER (~E~ PARA 3 OF REr) AND REPORTS FOLLOwING
4DDITIDNAL COMMENTS 8Y THAT OFFICER:
4. MT&'S wERE OFr GAZA ON THE AFTeRNOON <SIC) or THE ATTACK ON
_I~E~TY ~HEN THEY RECtIVED A REPORT OR RUMOR THAT AN EGYPTIAN SHIP
~AS SH~LLI~G EL ARISH FROM THE SEA. THF MT8'S PUT TO SF.~ ON
::LOS::r T.., E u" IDE N T I F' lED VESSEL. THE y SAW PLAN E5 AT TACKttN G' AND
:LOS~D O~ THE SHIP rkJM ABOUT 10 MILES OUT. WHEN TEE EEE' '
A POINT WHERE THEY COULD MAKE OUT THE SAPE or THE SHIP THEY
:HEC~EO T~EI~ QUQATE GR~EN BOOK UNQUOTE AND IDENTIFIFD LIBERTY AS
-=L Q:JSE I ~,
~. T~E SOURC= OFFICER SlID HE WAS CQMM OFFICER ON HIS MTS AND
~OqK=C THE SIG~AL LIGMT HIMSELF. HE SE~T THE INTERNATIONAL
~EJU;ST rOR IDENTIFICATION TO LIBERTy, A • A AND LIBERTY RESPONDED
~IrH A • A, THE C,O, or MTA THOUGHT THIS WAS AN EVASION AND HAVING
SEEN PlA~ES A~TAC~ LIBERTY THE MTB'S ORDERED A TORPEDO ATTACK.
~, l~OUT SIX ~ORPEDOS WERE FIRED FROM THE THREE MTB'S BUT ONLY ONE
~A~ TRuE. THE O!HERS WERE DUDS Q~OTE LOUSY ITALIAN TORPEDOS
JN~U:JT~. .
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, --f~-tfEoo~5c-trlE":~~rgfs i't,!":c:..nSEr <'\- Ar\:- ~AKED rrr
LI3EQTY ~lTH M~C~IN~ ~L~S.

E. T~ERt: HAS 8EEN HI IJr IN\lt-STIG;'~!O~J Jf:" SOME ~(),,~ t.\jr~ 1· .:

ar T~E MTS IS VERY u!~rKALG~T,

r. T~E IDr NAVV WAD Hc~N HIBBED ~~ THE ID~ Af FOP ~AVY

INEP"ECTIVENESS.
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